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Vector Association 
Iasi, Romania
1. Brief History and description of activities
Vector Association is a cultural NGO founded in 2001 by a group of visual artists and philosophers from Iasi, Romania, a university city with 400.000 inhabitants and 60.000 students, situated in the NE of Romania, 6 hours by train from Bucharest.
Until 2003, the main activity of the institution was to organize the Periferic Biennial for Contemporary Art. More information about Vector, Iasi and Periferic can be found at www.periferic.org
Since December 2003, Vector has its own space with a surface of 48m2 which functions as an art gallery and space for debates. The main directions for Vector developing are:

- organizing of Periferic International Contemporary Art Biennial 
- building the Vector Art Data bank with information of artists, art initiatives and institutions from the region (Romania, Serbia, Bulgaria, Moldova, Ukraine)

- the Vector Gallery programme which includes art exhibitions and educational programmes

- the editing and printing of Vector art magazine of art and culture and context.

2. Vector Profile

Vector activities, from exhibitions, educational programmes or research activities, are analyzing the relationship between art, its practices and the socio-political context. What is the status of artist and art institutions in a post-communist society which is introducing aggressively the rules of a new socio-political and economical order? How art can function in a context without having a cultural infrastructure? How art and culture contribute to the creation of "cultural mixing", liberating identities and options for action in view of European future self-definitions?
Vector is supporting those artistic practices related to the social re-articulation, political awareness and economical re-structuration that requires a reflexive and critical analysis which could offer the coordinates of an attitudinal and behavioral re-orientation from the perspective of the cultural action.

3. Backyard Residencies details

Vector Association is offering between July 2006-June 2006 four residency stages in Iasi. The artists will stay in a rented apartment in Iasi, with computer and Internet access, also they may consult the Vector Art Data Bank with informations about artists, projects and art initiatives from the region. 
The office assistants and documentarists could provide specific informations for different kind of researches requested by the guest artists.

One residency stage could last between 6-8 weeks according to the preliminary discussions with each selected artist.

In the last week of the residency, the artists will be invited to have a public presentation in the Vector Gallery in Iasi.
4. Contact details

Vector office: Cuza Voda 41, first floor, Iasi, Romania

Tel/fax 0040 232 237486

Email: vector.gallery@gmail.com, bmatei@mail.dntis.ro
www.periferic.org
Contact persons: 

Matei Bejenaru - responsible for the residency

Livia Tencariu & Vlad Morariu – office assistants and documentarists

