
[image: image1.png]PLATFORM

GARANTI
CONTEMPORARY ART
CENTER







Located in the most vibrant area of Istanbul, Platform acts as a dynamic catalyst for the dissemination, research and practice of contemporary art in the city, as well as providing a meeting point for exchange between contemporary artists, curators and critics. In addition the center has come to provide a cultural portal for the region; through our residency programme and other initiatives we work with countries where the structure for a contemporary art scene is being initiated, but where there are no arts institutions or funding structures to provide further support at this time.

Platform contains an artist archive, research and lecture spaces, the Istanbul Residency Program, and on street level, an exhibition space committed to exhibiting contemporary art from Turkey and abroad. 

Since the center’s inauguration in late 2001 over half a million visitors have passed through our doors and we have organised 26 exhibitions, over 70 lectures, 3 major international conferences, and co-published 3 international publications in Europe. 

Our residency programme is supported by the Dutch, Flemish, Swedish, Basque, Norwegian, Swiss and Finnish national and regional funding bodies. In addition, with the support of a special three-year grant donated by the American Center Foundation, we invite artists from the Balkans and the Middle-East to spend six months in Istanbul on residency at Platform. In 2004 Platform was awarded the 50th Year Grant by the European Cultural Foundation for its contribution to local and regional culture. In December 2003, Platform was selected as one of ten of the most interesting not-for-profit institutions to participate in Institution2, curated by Jens Hoffmann for KIASMA, Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki. 

Most recently Platform acted as a key base for the development of the 9th International Istanbul Biennial and hosted 6 artists on its residency programme who went on to participate in the exhibition. 

Istanbul Residency Programme

Istanbul Residency Programme (IRP) is housed in the same building with the Centre’s exhibition space, archive, and screening room. IRP was initiated in January 2003 and is open to contemporary visual artists, critics and curators of contemporary art. Each residency lasts for a period of between three and six months. There are three studios for artists as well as two additional rooms for writers. 

Starting January 2005 and with support from international arts organizations IRP is able to implement a number of residency opportunities for artists from Turkey. For further information please scroll down to: Residency Exchanges.

Artist selection

We request is that the following should be considered as a mandate:

•
That applying artists consider that their practice would benefit from and be inspired by a period spent in Istanbul. 

•
That applying artists are willing to become involved in activities organized by Platform above and beyond their own practice.

Facilities provided 

Working studio, library and artist archive, storage units, a fully established common kitchen, computers, a local landline, Internet access and wireless. 

Support from Platform’s staff to help arrange discussion and activities with local artists and universities, implement workshops and organize open studio events. Although not guaranteed, there may be the opportunity to exhibit at Platform at the end of a residency period, this will be discussed with each participant during his or her time in Istanbul. 

There are three computers in the residency floor with fast Internet access and an E-Mac (1GhZ, 728MB Memory and a super drive with DVD Burner). An additional G5 I-Mac is available.

